SCHOOL CALENDAR
2011 - 2012

Augqust 17
Teachers Back

Auqust 19, 22, 23
Parent Interviews: Teachers will call
in August to set up times.

August 24 - 26
Student Orientation days

August 29
First day of school for 5 day students

August 31
First day of school for 3 day students

September 5
Labor Day - No school

September 19
Parents Breakfast

September 29 and 30
Rosh Hashanah - No school (JCC Closed)

October 5
Parent’s Night

October 5,6, 7
School Portraits

October 7 and 8
Yom Kippur - school open regular hours

October 10, 11, 12,14
Speech, hearing, and vision screenings
(for older students)

October 13
Sukkot - No school (JCC Closed)

October 20
Shemini Atzeret - No school (JCC Closed)

November 18
Shabbat with Mommies

November 23 - 25
Thanksgiving break - No school

December 16

Chanukah Sing-Along - Noon dismissal

(second home open until 5:00 PM)

December 19 - 30
Winter break - No school
(Mini-Camps available)

January 2
Classes resume

January 9
Parent conferences begin

January 16
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - No school

February 2
Class Photos

February 10
Shabbat with Daddies

February 20 - 22
Mardi Gras - No school

March 4
Adloyadah

March 8
Purim Parade

April 6
Passover Seder - Noon dismissal
(second home open until 5:00 PM)

April 9 - April 13
Passover break - No school
(Mini-Camps available)

April 16
Classes resume

May 7

Parent conferences begin

May 20
End of school party

May 23
Last day of school



NURSERY SCHOOL PHILOSOPHY

The JCC Nursery School staff is delighted to have your child(ren) enrolled in our
program this year. We aim to teach the fiwhole child0 by directly engaging youngsters
in a full range of physical, emotional, social and cognitive experiences. This approach
recognizes that children are always learning, and that learning proceeds best when
teachers follow developmentally appropriate practices. That means working closely
with individual students, seeking to tap the natural curiosity and energy that abounds
in every child.

Classrooms and curriculum are designed to encourage youngsters to explore their full
potential. Traditional academic subjects are blended into everyday classroom
activities - from counting games to story time - letting children discover the pleasures
of mathematics, literacy and problem-solving through directed play. Specialists
support JCC teachers with lessons devoted to music, physical education and reading
and math readiness. Here children learn to cooperate with each other, and acquire the
social skills that allow them to succeed in later years. They get freedom and
responsibilities, and therefore learn to balance these attributes with help from teachers
who encourage creativity, independence, patience and respect for others.

SCHOOL DAYS

ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL

Please attempt to be prompt when bringing your children to school and picking them
up. Nursery School begins at 9:00 AM. Children are not to arrive later than 10:30 AM
without prior notice. If someone other than the parent is to pick-up or if your child
plans to go home with another child, PLEASE INFORM US IN WRITING.

For our walking ones until age 3, bring your child into the classroom each morning
no earlier than 8:45. Dismissal Time is between 11:45 AM and Noon. If you feel that
the morning is too long, at first, for your child, feel free to pick him/her up early for
the first few days.

Our older children can be dropped off no earlier than 8:45 AM and no later than
9:15 AM at the playground entrance on Leontine Street. Come to the Leontine Street
Gate - going one-way from St. Charles to Atlanta. Since no parking i only stopping T

is allowed in this area, the Early Childhood Director or other nursery school employee
will meet the children in the morning. Every effort will be made to have someone at



the gate by 8:45 AM; however, if this should not be the case, the driver MUST NOT
LEAVE until their child is in the hands of a teacher or other nursery school employee!
Both our Noon and our 2:45 PM dismissal will occur at the gate on Leontine Street. In
case of inclement weather, the children will arrive and dismiss at the JCC front door
on St. Charles Avenue. Please be patient! Younger children should be picked up from
their classrooms.

For easy carpooling, you will be given a card with your child's name on it. Please
display this card in the passenger side of the windshield of your car. During dismissal
we will round up your child(ren) and bring them to you. Remain in your car in the
carpool line and DO NOT double park. The teachers will buckle your child. Please be
sure to pick up your child(ren) on time. If you are unavoidably detained, call the
nursery school office and the teacher will be notified.

PLEASE NOTE: When you park your car to come into school, do not leave it in our
arrival/dismissal zone! Either park legally on St. Charles Avenue, Jefferson Avenue or
across Leontine Street, or stop at either end of our nursery school passenger zone.
"Abandoned" cars make arrival and dismissal a dangerous situation! Again,
remember: If the driver must come into the school for any reason, he or she must
park AWAY FROM THE PASSENGER ZONE to make room for the others.

We do not offer daily paid transportation to or from school.

Our dismissal area is a NO CELL PHONE ZONE! Thanks for your cooperation.

EARLY MORNING CARE

Children enrolled in Early Morning Care must be walked into their assigned early
morning class by their parent or caregiver. The parent or caregiver must not leave the
child until he/she has been signed in by the teacher.

SECOND HOME

Second Home provides a warm, nurturing, fulfilling environment for those nursery-
aged children who need care until 5:30 PM Monday through Thursday and 5:00 PM
on Friday. Please be aware that there is a $1.00/minute charge for late pick up from
Second Home. The schedule of activities includes indoor and outdoor play, lunch
(sent by parents), naptime, and snack and juice provided by the JCC.

The JCC Nursery School and Second Home programs are proud of their Open Door
Policy - parents and visitors are welcome and encouraged to "drop in" for a visit
anytime during operating hours.



PARENT INTERVIEWS

The teacher will phone you in late August in order to arrange individual
appointments the week prior to the opening of school. At this time you will have the
opportunity to discuss your child@ interests, share with the teacher any special needs
your child may have, ask questions about the class and complete necessary school
forms. An orientation day for your child will be arranged at this time.

ORIENTATION

In order to insure personal attention and help build a secure feeling for your child
only a third of the class will attend school each of the first three days. Children then
have the opportunity to meet their teachers, make new friends, become acquainted
with their room, and be introduced to some nursery school activities.

On your orientation day, please bring your child into the room at 9:00 AM and pick
him/ her up by 11:30 AM. We feel that these shorter, introductory mornings will help
the children adjust to their new classroom, teachers and peers.

CONFERENCES

There are three scheduled conferences each year between parents and teachers. The
first is at the beginning of the school year and then one at the end of each semester.
However your child® teacher and the Early Childhood Director are always available to
schedule additional meetings during the year. We invite and encourage both parents
to attend these conferences.

BIRTHDAYS

Parents wishing to celebrate birthdays at school should arrange this in advance.
Cupcakes for the class - one per child - are adequate. Please remember our kosher
policy. Gifts and favors are not appropriate.

LUNCHES

Children attending school until 2:45 PM or Second Home should bring a nutritious
lunch. The JCC kosher policy (see next page) does not need to be followed for
personal lunches. Lunches should not contain peanut butter or any peanut products
(see peanut allergy policy on next page).



IS IT KOSHER?

There is no doubt in anyone's mind that food customs and food traditions play a
significant part in national identity. The Jewish people, like every people, have food
customs traditionally associated with their daily lives, their holidays and festivals,
celebrations in the home and out of it. In addition to these, there are regulations
prescribed in the Jewish Code of Dietary Laws (Kashrut).

At the JCC Nursery School, we observe Kashrut. The word "“Kosher” means “properly
prepared.” All snacks served at the JCC are healthy and Kosher.

PEANUT ALLERGY POLICY

You may have read the news stories or talked to other parents about food allergies.
They are a growing concern in schools and camps across America and at the JCC
Nursery School. Some of our children must watch every single bite they eat, or risk
suffering a life-threatening reaction. A child with a serious peanut allergy can suffer a
reaction merely by touching a food containing a peanut. Therefore, we have put the
following safety guidelines into effect:

e Please do not send any peanuts, peanut butter, or foods containing peanuts or
peanut butter to school.

e None of our classroom projects will use peanuts.

e If your child ate peanut butter for breakfast, please make sure that his/her
hands are washed with soap and water before leaving for school. Water alone
does not do the trick!

e Please be aware that peanut butter sticks to surfaces, to cutlery, and to hands
and faces.

Our goal is to make our school peanut free. To do this we need everyone®
cooperation. We realize this request poses an inconvenience for you when packing

your child@ lunch. Do not hesitate to call us to discuss alternate choices for your

child@ lunch. We wish to express sincere appreciation for your support, and for
understanding the seriousness of this life-threatening allergy.



SNACKS
The mid-morning snack we serve the children consists of a healthy, kosher treat such
as fruit, vanilla wafers, oatmeal cookies, or graham crackers.

Sometimes the children help prepare their own snack in conjunction with the
coordinating Jewish holiday: latkes for Chanukah, hamentaschen for Purim. And we
always have "real" juice along with our treat. Snack "menus" for the week are posted in
each classroom.

PARENTS, PLEASE NOTE: Because some children are deathly allergic to
peanuts and/or their derivatives, we ask that if you send snack to share with the class,
please be sure it does NOT contain any peanuts, peanut oil, peanut chips, or peanut
butter. Thank you for your cooperation.

CLOTHING AND OTHER ITEMS
NEEDED FOR NURSERY SCHOOL

Please have your child wear comfortable, inexpensive clothes with no limitations to
stay clean. Every item needs to be clearly marked. A complete change of clothing,
appropriate to the season, needs to be brought to school in a "Ziploc" bag. If your
child wears diapers, please bring one box, to be kept in the classroom, and a container
of wipes. Tennis shoes are the safest type of shoes and must be worn during your
child® assigned gym days. Do not inhibit your child in our program. Let him/her get
dirty and have fun! BEWARE: paint may not come out of clothing. DO NOT
overdress your children, and let them know that the teacher may have to decide what
outdoor clothing should be added or taken off if the weather changes.

LABEL OR MARK ALL CUBBY CLOTHING AS WELL AS THE CLOTHING WORN
DAILY. Please wash and return any item that comes home with your child(ren) that
does not belong to them.

THINGS FROM HOME

“Security items” are allowed, but your child will be encouraged to keep them in
his/her cubby. If your child wishes to bring a favorite book or CD to share with the
class, his/her name should be clearly marked. Children should be discouraged from
bringing any small toys, library books, guns, dolls, chewing gum, money, candy, etc.
to school.



DONATIONS

All donations to our Nursery School Fund are tax-deductible and are gratefully
acknowledged. If you are interested in substituting, playing guitar or teaching music,
art, etc., please contact us.

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER WEBSITE - www.nojcc.org

We ask that you periodically check the Centers website for information regarding the
Nursery School and other offerings for families and children. The Parent’s Corner
located in the early childhood area of the site is where you will find the school
calendar and other items important to currently enrolled nursery school parents.

NURSERY SCHOOL NOTES
This email blast is used as a way for the Nursery School Director to communicate
directly with parents.

THE RUTH GOTTESMAN COHEN PARENTING LIBRARY

Our parenting library contains numerous, highly recommended books on the subjects
of early childhood and parenting. Donated in memory of former JCC Early
Childhood Director Ruth Gottesman Cohen, the library serves as a valuable resource
for our nursery school families. It is located on the shelves outside of the Early
Childhood office. JCC members may check out two books at a time, for up to two
weeks. Contact the Farly Childhood Director for recommendations, or to borrow
from our collection.

HEALTH AND MEDICAL GUIDES

The medical record form must be filled out and signed on both sides by your
pediatrician and be in our office before school begins. This policy is for the health and
safety of your child. If your child has any allergies or restrictions, please inform the
teacher at your first conference.

Please report all contagious diseases immediately, so that we may inform other
nursery school parents of the exposure. The teachers cannot be responsible for
administering medicine at school.

Children may not return to school until they have been free of fever, vomiting and
diarrhea for 24 hours. Do not send a child with a bad cold or cough, as other children
and teachers may catch these infections. Remember, when your child does not feel
well, he or she wants to be at home.

IF IN DOUBT WHETHER THEY ARE SICK, KEEP THEM HOME.



We will call you immediately if your child becomes ill or an accident occurs during
the course of the school day. We trust that you, or someone who has been in contact
with you that morning, will be available to take your child home if necessary. Children
who are waiting to go home because of illness or injury will be under supervision in
the director@ office.

DISCIPLINE

The JCC Nursery School strives to provide a safe, caring environment. No child shall
be subjected to physical punishment, corporal punishment, verbal abuse or threats.
Cruel, severe, unusual or unnecessary punishment shall not be inflicted upon
children. Derogatory remarks shall not be made in the presence of children about
family members of children in care or about the children themselves. No child or
group of children shall be allowed to discipline another child. Any form of
punishment that violates the spirit of this standard of discipline, even though it may
not be specifically mentioned as forbidden, is prohibited. We ask that parents take this
policy to heart when disciplining their own children at the JCC. We must insure that
all children feel safe while in the Center.

When a child is removed from the group for a ficooling-off0 period, he/she shall never
be out of the sight of a staff member. No child shall be deprived of meals or snacks or
any part thereof for disciplinary reasons.

YEAR-TO-YEAR TRANSITION

When changing classes from one year to the next, children will not necessarily remain
with the entire peer group with which they began. Because of new students entering
school at all age levels, some children will be in class the following year with some new
children. Experience has proven that children adjust and benefit from making new
friends. Prior to the end of the school year children will be invited into their next
school year classroom. Their teachers will remain with them as they spend some time
getting acclimated to the new environment and caregivers. In addition children are
invited to visit their new class and caregivers during the August in-take interviews
with parents.

NON - DISCRIMINATION
The JCC does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, sex, national origin,
handicapping condition or ancestry.

PARTICIPATION CONCERNS

It is our goal to try to assure the safety and well-being of each child enrolled in the
nursery school. If a child is having difficulty successfully participating in our program,
and the parents and administration cannot reach an agreement as to the course of



action necessary to benefit the child and the school, then we may recommend that the
family make other child care arrangements. We will work with the parents to make
this a smooth transition.

EMERGENCY WEATHER INFORMATION

Although we usually follow the Orleans Parish Public Schools for closings, during
weather emergencies (i.e. flooding, hurricane) we will make an independent
assessment of conditions before deciding to close the Jewish Community Center
Nursery School and Second Home Program. Check our website, www.nojcc.org, for
all emergency information.

If, for any reason (i.e. fire), we must evacuate the JCC building, De La Salle High
School on Leontine St. is our emergency evacuation site. You will be called and can
pick up your child(ren) at De La Salle. In the event of a flash flood, the children will
be taken to the second floor of the JCC; if there is a tornado, the children will go to an
inner hall of the JCC building where there are no windows. You will be notified by
phone in the event of any emergency. Please arrange to have your child(ren) picked
up as soon as possible after you are notified. Your children want to be with YOU
during an emergency! So please stay informed.

FEE PAYMENT POLICIES

NOTICE TO ALL REGISTRANTS:
The schedule for payment of deposits and fees for Nursery School is as follows:

L. Upon Registration - $400 (1/2 day program) or $600 (full day
program) deposit per child to hold place. This deposit is used to reduce
Nursery School tuition and is not refundable. For newly entering
Nursery School students, there is also a one-time application fee of $75
due at the time of registration.

I1. All remaining fees for the school year must be paid in full by August 1.
Payment for deposits and fees must be made by cash or check. The JCC no longer
accepts tuition payment by credit card. The Center also no longer maintains accounts
for school fees. Members wishing to discuss their method of payment may contact

Corinne Hebert in Accounting at 897-0143 or corinne@nojcc.org.

Children will not be permitted to attend class unless full payment has been made.



After enrolling the children in the JCC Nursery School program, parents/guardians
are financially responsible for a full year's tuition.

ABUSE AND NEGLECT

As mandated by law, all Center staff shall report any suspected abuse and/or neglect of
a child in accordance with R.S. 14:1403 to the local Child Protection Agency. The
phone number for the Child Protection Agency's hotline in Orleans Parish
is (504) 680-9000.

CONFIDENTIALITY AND SECURITY OF FILES
Children's records shall be the property of the Center. The Nursery School Director,
as custodian, shall secure records against loss, tampering, or unauthorized use.

The Center shall maintain the confidentiality of all children's records. Employees of
the Center shall not disclose or knowingly permit the disclosure of any
information concerning the child or his/her family, directly or indirectly, to any
unauthorized person.

The Center shall obtain written, informed consent from the parent prior to releasing
any information or photographs from which the child might be identified, (see
enclosed photo release form) except for authorized state and federal agencies.
Individuals who could have access to childreng files, assessments, screening results,
observations (again only with parents6 written consent) include child
psychiatrists/psychologists, social workers (in order to facilitate/augment their own
in-house evaluation of the child), and admissions personnel from schools to which
the child is applying for the future.




SPECIAL SCHOOL DAYS

OPEN HOUSE

Parents enjoy a "hands-on" nursery school experience one night in September. You
will have the undisturbed opportunity to create with play dough, paint at the easel,
and build in the block corner; not to mention indulge in some uninterrupted adult
conversation with your child's teacher and fellow class parents.

PARENTS' BREAKFAST
This event gives you the opportunity to meet other JCC Nursery School families and
nosh on some breakfast goodies.

SHABBAT WITH MOMMIES

We welcome our Mothers for an early breakfast and a schoolroom visit.

SHABBAT WITH DADDIES
This special day unites Dads and their children for breakfast and play.

ADLOYADAH

A fun-filled, Carnival-like Purim Festival for the entire community. Games, food,
rides, etc. provide entertainment and nourishment for everyone. We hope you will
want to participate in the excitement.

JEWISH HOLIDAYS

Exploring Jewish life, culture and holidays is an integral part of the child's experience
at the Center. Special "age-appropriate" celebrations will occur on or before the major
holidays. Singing songs, hearing and dramatizing stories, creating art projects, and
cooking traditional food are the usual forms of introduction to the Jewish cultural
heritage. All holidays begin and end at sundown.

ROSH HASHANAH

The Jewish year begins with Rosh Hashanah, the ®head of the year» on the
first and second day of Tishri, which usually falls in September. Although this
holiday has no historical or biblical significance, this °Day of Remembrance»

and Yom Kiﬁﬁur (°Dai of Atonement» or fastinﬁ), celebrated ten dais later,
Yo



